Current Citation Trends in LIS Research Output of Sri Lanka
The term "bibliometrics" was first coined in 1969 by Alan Pritchard to describe "the application of mathematics and statistical methods to books and other media of 1 communications" Pritchard . Citation analysis, a branch of bibliometrics, outlines interesting information on knowledge creators from the perspective of their cited material and variety of resource use Verma, 2 Sonker & Gupta . Citation analysis is employed for various purposes such as to evaluate scholarly output, create scientific indicators and to select potential journals in 3 a discipline Zafrunnisha . It is important that librarians include highly used journals into their library collections while making effective collection development decisions against financial constraints and limited space. Citation analysis ascertains most significant journals for the library collection cited by researchers in their work and hence it is an ideal tool that will assist librarians in making user-centric and i n n o v a t i v e c o l l e c t i o n d e v e l o p m e n t decisions.
Furthermore, citation analysis techniques are utilized to trace out the general and specific trends of a discipline. This analyzes the structure as well as the direction of a discipline and thus renders useful insight regarding the discipline Banateppanvar, 4 Biradar & Kannappanavar . "Citations reflect the real impact of published scientific results" while exchanging ideas among subject fields enhancing the advancement of knowledge Gupta & 5 Rattan .
The current study was conducted to quantify and map the literature published in the Journal of the University Librarians' Association of Sri Lanka. This study attempts to provide useful insights into the current citation trends of Sri Lankan Library and I n f o r m a t i o n S c i e n c e r e s e a r c h e r s . Identification of the trends in the LIS research output of Sri Lanka opens avenues to incorporate changes and suggest new d e v e l o p m e n t s t o t h e L I S s c h o l a r l y communications. In addition, this study will aid in LIS collection development in libraries while providing a base for information s y s t e m d e s i g n e r s t o c r e a t e t h e i r products/services accordingly. In addition, the findings of the study could be used to enhance the JULA of Sri Lanka in a productive manner.
For the purpose of this study the biannual open access JULA of Sri Lanka was selected due to its popularity among LIS researchers in Sri Lanka. JULA is a forum for the LIS community to publicize their scholarly communications which also paves the way for further research. 
OBJECTIVES

LITERATURE REVIEW
Various researchers in the domain of LIS have performed a citation analysis of journal articles for the identification of general as well as specific trends in the LIS field. Citation analysis studies should be conducted consistently and periodically due to the various changes and developments that may influence research output with time. According to the literature, there is a dearth of studies which focus on identifying current citation patterns in LIS scholarly output in the Sri Lankan context. Thus, the present research attempts to fill this gap and extends the knowledge in the citation analysis area within the Sri Lankan setting.
METHODOLOGY
The articles published in the Journal of the University Librarians Association (JULA) of Sri Lanka, during the time period of 2010-2017 were selected for this study. The required data w e r e r e t r i e v e d o n l i n e v i a t h e S L J O L d a t a b a s e (https://jula.sljol.info/). The reference list of each article was closely examined and the information was tabulated to align with the study objectives using MS Excel spreadsheets. The citations were categorized into seven main categories, namely, journals, books, proceedings, Theses, web resources, reports and miscellaneous. For the purpose of this study, only the full-text articles were considered. This was a quantitative study. A total of 1133 citations appended to the 61 JULA articles formed the base for this study. The extracted data were analyzed using descriptive statistics.
DATA ANALYSIS m Distribution of the Format of Citations
Findings showed that journals were the most preferred format of citation by LIS researchers in Sri Lanka, accounting for 57.6 % of the total citations ( fig. 1 ). This result is in accordance with many prior studies which also found journals to be the highly preferred format of citation Banateppanavar et al, Sam, percentage of citations from books, the web and proceedings were also found in this study (Fig.1) .
m Ranked list of Journals
The ranked list of journals is a practical tool to trace the journals of greater importance and optimum utility regarding the coverage of significant literature in a certain field Gupta 5 & Rattan . Ranked list of journals can be used by the library management to make selection decisions. Journals which are of greater importance and productivity in a certain field can be selected so that the financial constraint, which is a key challenge for librarians, also could be overcome.
The ranked list of journals is prepared by ordering the journal citations in accordance with their decreasing order of total citation frequency. The journals are arranged according to the number of citations gained by each journal and thus the highest rank will be assigned to the journal with the maximum number of citations. This journal is obviously the most important journal in the field under study while less significant j o u r n a l s a r e a l l o c a t e d a t t h e b o t t o m o f t h e l i s t 4 Banateppanvar et al. . Ranked list of journals reflects the priority assigned by researches to the journals and hence these lists are valuable baseline indicators to be used in acquiring journals to the library. The extent of collaboration was determined in quantitative terms using the following formula introduced by K. Science and Technology and The Electronic Library were also highly used by them. The ranked list of journals could be used by the library management to select highly utilized journals of greater productivity to include into the LIS collection. Further, according to the chronological distribution of citations, resources published after 2000 should be selected for the LIS collection. The findings of the study indicated that the majority of cited documents were multi-author contributions while the degree of collaboration was 0.57. Thus, it shows that there is a trend towards collaborative research in the Sri Lankan LIS field.
The findings of this study will help LIS researchers in Sri Lanka to understand their citations patterns and thus to make improvements in their research output. Sri Lankan LIS researchers should engage in referring to more high impact international journals which will, in turn, help them to enhance the quality of their work. This paper provides an insight into the nature of academic publishing in JULA and hence the result of this study results will aid in making progress in the JULA of Sri Lanka. It is suggested that the university librarians' association of Sri Lanka should take steps to increase the international visibility of the JULA.
